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Build a Rain Barrel!

Save Money, Help Lake Erie
Did you know the average
american household uses
almost 40% of their annual
municipal water outside the home? Although some of this
water is used to keep us cool and our vehicles clean, most
of it hydrates our lush lawns, gardens, and flower beds. So
why keep paying for water when we let all our free rainfall
simply go down the drain?
Rain water harvesting is one opportunity to reduce
your monthly water bills while helping to improve
Lake Erie by slowing the flow of stormwater. When
too much rainfall flows into the storm system that is
combined with a sanitary sewer, it will result in an

Local residents posing with thier completed rain barrels at a
workshop held at Old Woman Creek Reserve

overflow of diluted untreated sewage that enters our
streams and lake. If we all hold some rain water back
on our property in rain barrels or rain gardens, that
would mean several less gallons that could result in
a sewage discharge. Even if you don't live in an area

of combined sewers, it is important for us all to help
be part of the solution not the problem to managing
storm water. Holding water back also helps to reduce
flooding and keep streams healthy.
Becoming a rain water harvester doesn't require an
elaborate system to get started. Whether you build
it yourself or purchase a system, there are many
opportunities to start small or go all out. The Erie
SWCD hosts several rain barrel workshops every
year for the beginner and the "graduate" looking to
expand their system. Our short workshops explain
how rain barrels help to collect and manage storm
water and assist the participant in building their
very own barrel to take home. This year in addition
to our scheduled workshops we will be holding a
Rain Barrel Clinic at Earth Day Extravaganza! From
11:00am to 3:00pm, anyone interested in building
a rain barrel can do so with tools and guidance
provided by SWCD staff and volunteers. The cost
of building a rain barrel is $45. Pre-registration is
appreciated but not required.
Come see us at Earth Day Extravaganza, April 26th
from 11am-4pm at Osborn MetroPark to build a
rain barrel or learn more on how we can all do our
part to keep our water clean!
Additional 2015 Rain Barrel
workshops will be held in May 13th
and 19th at Osborn MetroPark and
June 13th and 23rd at Old Woman

Rain Barrel painted by artist Linda Zolten-Woods as
part of the Collinwood Painted Rain Barrel Project in
Cleveland, Ohio

Creek Reserve. For more on how you can get
involved, please contact the ESWCD at: 419-6265211.

Details for Earth Day Extravagana
on Page 7

Good habitat is essential for
healthy wildlife populations
Pheasants Forever is all
about wildlife habitat

Wildlife management is a science. However, due to
numerous and determinant limiting factors it never has
been and perhaps, never will be a perfect and exact science.
The objective of the decision-makers and enforcers is
to “manage wildlife and its habitat, including man, for
the benefit of the entire biota”. What it comes down to is
efforts we make in working together - wildlife agencies,
organizations, and private landowners – to ensure that all
wildlife species will be able to find their needs sufficiently
met through the restoration, enhancement, and protection
of their habitats.

Nature is never in a perfect balance, mainly as a result of
constant land-use changes. Wildlife and aquatic research is
a major portion of the work performed by Ohio’s Division
of Wildlife experts. The studies they conduct provide the
vital information needed to be able to make the best wildlife
management decisions, whether it’s related to setting our
hunting regulations or evaluating the status of wildlife
populations. For more information on the various species
of wildlife and can be found throughout Ohio, trek over
to the DOW website and click on one of the links under
“Species and Habitats” at http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov.

Natural Resource Conservation Service
“Helping People, Help the Land”

COME FIND OUT MORE ABOUT US!
March 17, 2015 at 9:00am in Norwalk
Or
1:00pm in Sandusky
Huron County USDA Service Center
8 Fair Rd.
Norwalk, OH 44857
419-668-4113

Erie County USDA Service Center
2900 Columbus Ave. Room 118
Sandusky, OH 44870
419-626-6419 Ext.106

Operation Soil Education
In celebration of the 2015 international Year of Soils, Erie
Basin RC&D has initiated Operation Soil Education. This
project consists of supplying copies of the S.K. Worm
coloring and activity books to as many kindergarten and
third grade students as possible. S.K. Worm stands for
“Scientific Knowledge” and it is his job to teach students
and adults everything about our soil!
The project will cover Erie Basin RC&D’s tencounty area and the goal is to distribute more
than 15 thousand books approximately 575
classes. The books will provide an earth-level
view to students of our soils, while assisting
educators in their efforts to teach about soil
structure, soil biology, soil and food relationship,
and the importance of Ohio’s and our country’s
greatest natural resource, our soil!
To help us reach our goal, we’re asking
our partners, private and professional, to

consider making a donation towards this project so that
S.K. Worm will be better equipped to do his job. We need
to raise the funds that will afford us the ability to donate
these books to the Soil and Water Conservation Districts in
our area, to assist with the distribution to the classrooms.
Erie Basin RC&D will be launching an “Indiegogo” funding
campaign on April 1st. There will be several
ways listed for you to partner with us in the
effort to make Operation Soil Education a
success, with donations from $5 to $5,000
being accepted.
Help us get the word out about the
Operation Soil Education campaign; share
the good news with your coworkers,
friends, and family members! For more
information about the campaign, check
out our web site at http//:eriebasinrcd.
org or contact Greg Small, Program
Administrator, at 419-681-6013.

The Erie-Ottawa-Sandusky Pheasants Forever Chapter
will be hosting the annual fundraiser banquet on Saturday,
March 14th, at the Camp Perry Club House, west of Port
Clinton. As always, this event will be an awesome evening
of good food and fellowship, and an opportunity to claim
lots of prizes and auction items throughout the evening
festivities! It’s one of the best ways for you to show your
support of PF’s conservation efforts, especially with regard
to the establishment of critical wildlife habitat, like native
prairie grasslands. For tickets or more information,
contact our PF Habitat Chairman, Joe Uhinck, at 419-8981595, and even if you won’t be able to make the Banquet,
please consider becoming a PF member! Scout out their
website and Facebook for upland bird info and acres of
opportunities.
The E-O-S PF Chapter will again be providing a source
of free corn, sorghum and sunflower seed for food plots
to landowners in our three-county area. The supply is
limited and the stipulation is that the food plots cannot be
harvested over the winter months. Orders will be taken on
a “first come” basis, with priority given to PF members. Erie
County residents can contact Tim White at Erie SWCD;
Ottawa and Sandusky County residents may contact Joe
Uhinck at the Ottawa SWCD office.

Upcoming Wildlife Events
Wildlife Challenges & Positive Connections
Ohio’s annual Wildlife Diversity Conference will take place
on March 9th at the Aladdin Shriner’s Complex, located
on the east side of Columbus. Approximately 1,000 people
attend this event every year now to hear the experts present
on a wide range of wildlife topics. Whether it crawls, swims,
climbs, or can fly, furry or feathered, urban or rural, various
wildlife species are brought to the center stage for that day.
For more information or to register for the conference
online, check it out at wildohio.gov.
18th Annual Butterfly Workshop
Saturday, March 28th, at the Bowman-Oddy Labs,
University of Toledo. The focus will be on the extensive
identification of every butterfly likely to be seen in Ohio.
Concurrent sessions will include: plants that butterflies
depend on, life cycles, gardening to attract butterflies,
butterflies vs moths, and population trends. A registration
fee of $15 includes lunch, snacks, and handouts. The event
is sponsored by Ohio Lepidopterists. Additional info can be
obtained by contacting Jerry Wiedmann at wiedmann@aol.
com.
Ohio Hunter Education Course –
There are several opportunities to enroll in classes
throughout the state, two currently in Erie County: Huron
Township Conservation Club, Saturday, March 14th; and
Berlin Township Farmers and Hunters Conservation
Club, Saturday, April 11th. The courses are designed for
all ages; youth under the age of 10 should be accompanied
by an adult. Seating is limited; it is highly recommended
that registration for the course be made in advance. For
more information regarding topics that will be covered and
to register for a course, go to the website at http://wildlife.
ohiodnr.gov/education-and-outdoor-discovery/hunterand-trapper-education.

Judy Driscoll
4-H Master Clothing Educator

So Let's Get Sewing

Interested in your child or grandchild learning basic sewing
skills? Want to spend some quality time with your child or
grandchild? If so, then this workshop is for you!
“So Let’s Get Sewing” will be held on Saturday, March 21st
from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon at the Erie County Services
Center, 2900 Columbus Ave., Sandusky, Ohio. The cost of
the workshop is $5.00. Participants should be a least 8 and
in the third grade.
Participants will learn the basics of fabric and pattern
selection, how to layout a pattern, and then use a sewing
machine to make two pillowcases with contrasting cuff, one
for the Erie County 4-H Fashion Board “Million Pillowcase”
community service project, the other to take home. All
supplies will be provided but participants may want to bring
their own sewing machine (a few will be available for those
who may not have a machine). All of the materials, supplies
and snacks will be provided through the registration fee and
grant support dollars.
Youth can register by contacting the Extension Office at 419627-7631. Registrants need to send a check made payable
to OSU Extension, Erie County and mail to 2900 Columbus
Ave., Sandusky, Ohio, 44870 by Monday, March 16th.

Million Pillowcase
Challenge
Judy Driscoll
4-H Master Clothing Educator
Members of the Erie County 4-H Fashion Board would like
your help in the “Million Pillowcase Challenge”. Maybe not
a million, but they would like your help in making at least
250 pillowcases to display at the Erie County Fair. The pillowcases will then be donated to the national project.
American Patchwork and Quilting has challenged sewers
and quilters to help them reach their goal of donating one
million pillowcases to local charities. You can help meet
the goal by making pillowcases or donating at least one yard
pieces of 100% cotton fabric, trims and thread.

4-H is Going to the Dogs

Mary Kuhn, 4-H Parent
Jessie Noser, Dog Project Key Leader

Have you ever wanted to show an animal at the fair, but you
do not have access to or live on a farm. Guess what? You
don’t have to -- 4-H is not just for farm animals! You may
already have that animal to show at your very own home,
right now! Have you ever considered taking a Dog project?
There are three dog projects available at the Erie county fair
“You and Your Dog,” Obedience, and Showmanship. “You
and Your Dog” is a great way to start by learning and get to
know your dog. It is about the care and companion ship of
your dog. This is a great project for your first year of 4-H or
anyone wanting to learn more about their dog.

For patterns and drop off points contact OSU Extension,
Erie County, 2900 Columbus Ave., Sandusky, Ohio or call
419-627- 7631.

Obedience is a fun hands on project where you teach your
dog simple to advanced commands like sit, stay, and down.
For the more advanced dog and handler, you get to show
your skills with long downs and recalls on and off the leash.

4-H Awareness Weeks

If you are someone that would like to try a more formal dog
project then showmanship would be a great project for you.
With the showmanship project, you take your obedience to
the next level you use your simple commands combined
with show patterns and present your dog to the judge.

March 1st – March 14th are Erie County 4-H Awareness
Weeks! During this time, 4-H youth and 4-H volunteers
will be actively telling Erie County citizens about the 4-H
program.

Oh, and did I mention that the dog projects are also state fair
eligible. Therefore, if you want that greater challenge for you
and your dog, it is available to you.
If these projects seem overwhelming, don’t worry. There
is help for you, every step of the way! Jessica Noser, Erie
County 4-H dog key leader and the owner of “The Chelsea
Dog,” is there to help! Jessie works with all the 4-H members
in completing their project books, learning how to handle
and train, and even groom their dogs in preparation for the
fair. She welcomes you to attend her dog obedience classes,
where she will help you to handle your dog correctly; free of
charge to any one in 4-H that takes a dog project. Her classes
are very informational and helpful, but most of all they are
a lot of fun.
So, if you are interested in showing a dog at the Erie County
Fair and want to check out the dog projects, come to “The
Chelsea Dog” on Columbus Avenue in Sandusky; on March
1st, 2015 at 4 pm and Jessie will be there to answer any
question you may have and you can also view a few of the
projects that other 4-H member have done in the past. If you
are unable to stop by "The Chelsea Dog" on the 15th then
send Jessie an email at THECHELSEADOGLLC@gmail.
com or contact the Extension Office for more information.

This special promotional effort is specifically intended to
increase public awareness of the 4-H program, motivate
current members, and recruit additional 4-H members
and volunteer leaders. During these weeks, several special
activities will occur, including:
•

4-H teen leaders will enter local 3rd grade classrooms
to present an educational lesson and share their experiences with the 4-H program

•

4-H clubs and families will promote the program
through displays in local venues

•

4-H promotions on local radio stations and in local
newspapers.

Now is the time for youth to enroll in the 4-H program!
Call 419/627-7631 for more information.
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POLLINATORS NEED YOUR HELP!
What is pollination?
Pollination occurs
when pollen grains
are moved between
two flowers of the same species, or within a single flower, by
wind or animals that are pollinators. Successful pollination,
which may require visits by multiple pollinators to a single
flower, results in healthy fruit and fertile seeds, allowing
plants to reproduce. Without pollinators, we simply wouldn't
have many crops! About 75% of all flowering plants rely
on animal pollinators and over 200,000 species of animals
act as pollinators. Of those, about 1,000 are hummingbirds,
bats, and small mammals. The rest are insects such as beetles,
bees, ants, wasps, butterflies, and moths.
Why are pollinators important to us?
Worldwide, approximately 1,000 plants grown for food,
beverages, fibers, spices, and medicines need to be pollinated
by animals in order to produce the goods on which we
depend. Foods and beverages produced with the help of
pollinators include blueberries, chocolate, coffee, melons,
peaches, pumpkins, vanilla, and almonds. Plants that depend
on a single pollinator species, and likewise, pollinators that
depend on a single type of plant for food are interdependent.
If one disappears, so will the other.
What's happening to our pollinators?
Habitat degradation, agricultural and grazing practices,
pesticide use, and introduced species have resulted in the
decline of many pollinator species. In the US, alone there
are fifteen vertebrate pollinator species listed as endangered
and dozens of insect pollinators. The monarch butterfly is
currenty being considered for the endangered species lists

due to its 90% decline in the past 2 decades. Dozens more
species are at risk of joining this list as well unless we work
together to help save these important workers.
What about bees that sting? What about allergies?
Most species of bees don't sting. Although all female bees
are physically capable of stinging, most bee species native to
the U.S. are "solitary bees,” that is, not living in colonies and
don't sting unless they are physically threatened or injured.
Only honey bees are defensive and may chase someone who
disturbs their hive. It is wise, though, to avoid disturbing any
bee or insect nest. For instance, if you spot an underground
nest of ground-nesting bees, you might want to mark it with
a stick so that it can be easily
avoided.

Plant for pollinators.
Create
pollinatorfriendly habitat with
native
flowering
plants that supply pollinators with nectar, pollen, and homes.
Remember to use native species such as milkweed and chose
a variety of plants so your garden is in bloom from spring to
fall.
Install 'houses' for bats and native bees. For example, use
wood blocks with holes or small open patches of mud. As
little as 12” across is sufficient for some bees.
Avoid pesticides, even so-called "natural"
ones such as Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt). If
you must use them, use the most selective
and least toxic ones and apply them at night
when most pollinators aren't active.

Some people are allergic to
pollen of various flowering
trees, plants and grasses, but
not to all pollen. A common
Supply water for all wildlife. A dripping
misunderstanding is that hay
faucet or a suspended milk carton with a
fever is caused by goldenrod
pinhole in the bottom is sufficient for some
pollen. It isn’t! Ragweed is the
insects. Other wildlife need a small container
main offender and should be You can make a simple DIY pollinator house
of
water. Remember not to let it become
from rolled paper, wood blocks, dowel rods
avoided.
a mosquito breeding area by changing it
and blocks of wood stuﬀed in a coﬀee can!
regularly.
Ways you can help!
Watch for pollinators. Get connected with nature. Take a
walk, experience the landscape and look for pollinators Share fun facts, such as: a tiny fly (a “midge”) no bigger than
a pinhead is responsible for the world's supply of chocolate;
midday in sunny, planted areas.
or one out of every three mouthfuls of food we eat is delivered
Reduce your impact. Reduce or eliminate your pesticide use, to us by pollinators.
increase green spaces, and minimize urbanization. Pollution
Taken from: www.pollinator.org
and climate change affect pollinators, too!

Local Heroes – Your Hardworking Pollinators
Local Heroes – Your Hardworking Pollinators is the theme for the 60th Anniversary of Soil and Water Stewardship Week. Pollinators are an important part of
our community. While many pollinators may seem like just annoying insects, they are actually a very important part of the web of life upon which we all depend.
Pollinators form the underpinning of a healthy and sustainable future for food and the environment, but they have shown disturbing signs of decline in recent
years. When pollinators shrink in number, many plants either produce less seed or no seed at all. The bottom line is, when pollinators start disappearing, plants start
disappearing. Most plants depend upon pollinators to reproduce (while animals can travel and move around to find mates and reproduce) plants are rooted to one
spot. Therefore, plants depend on pollinators to move pollen from their anthers to their stigma. On planet Earth, there are more than 100,000 species of insects,
including bees, flies, moths, butterflies and beetles that work hard as pollinators. There are also over 1,000 species of other animals such as birds, reptiles and
mammals, including bats that pollinate plants. Erie SWCD can assist you in maintaining or developing habitat for pollinators.
Help us celebrate Soil Stewardship Week APRIL 26 to May 3, 2015 Contact (419-626-5211) for a wealth of useful information.

Amazing Facts about Honey Bees, Hives, & Honey
There are three types of bees in the hive – Queen, Worker
and Drone.

A single honey bee will visit 50-100 flowers on a single trip
out of the hive.

Honeybees are responsible for approx 80% of all fruit,
vegetable and seed crops in the U.S.

The queen may lay 600-800 or even 1,500 eggs each day
during her 3 or 4 year lifetime. This daily egg production
may equal her own weight. She is constantly fed and
groomed by attendant worker bees.

Bees produce honey as food stores for the hive during the
long months of winter when flowers aren't blooming and
therefore little or no nectar is available to them.

Flowers and other blossoming plants have nectarines that
produce sugary nectar. Worker bees suck up the nectar
and water and store it in a special honey stomach. When
the stomach is full the bee returns to the hive and puts the
nectar in an empty honeycomb. Natural chemicals from the
bee's head glands and the evaporation of the water from the
nectar change the nectar into honey.

Bees maintain a temperature of 92-93 degrees Fahrenheit
in their central brood nest regardless of whether the outside
temperature is 110 or -40 degrees.
A populous colony may
contain 40,000 to 60,000
bees during the late spring
or early summer.
Honey is 80% sugars and
20% water.
Honeybees fly at 15 miles per hour.
To make one pound of honey, the bees in the colony must
visit 2 million flowers, fly over 55,000 miles and will be the
lifetime work of approximately 300 bees.
A single honeybee will only produce approximately 1/12
teaspoon of honey in her lifetime.
Honeybees never sleep!
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Honey bees' wings stroke 11,400 times per minute, thus
making their distinctive buzz.
Honeybees are the only insect that produce
food for humans.
Honey is the ONLY food that includes
all the substances necessary to sustain
life, including water.
A typical beehive can make up to 400
pounds of honey per year.
Honeybees will usually travel approximately 3
miles from their hive.
Honeybees are the only bees that die after they sting.
Honey never spoils.
It would take about 1 ounce of honey to fuel a honeybee's
flight around the world.

Honeybees have five eyes, 3 small ones on top of the head
and two big ones in front. They also have hair on their
eyes!
Bees communicate with each other by dancing and by using
pheromones (scents).
A honeycomb has six sides.
Out of 20,000 species of bees, only 4 make honey.
The top honey-producing states include California, Florida,
and South Dakota.
brought to you by the Utah County Beekeepers Association,
www.utahcountybeekeepers.com

Why should I care about storm water run-off?
Storm water runoff occurs when precipitation from rain
or snowmelt flows over the ground. Impervious surfaces
like driveways, sidewalks, and streets prevent storm water
runoff from naturally soaking into the ground. Storm water
can pick up debris, chemicals, dirt, and other pollutants
and then flows into a storm sewer system or directly to a
lake, stream, river, wetland, or coastal water. Anything that
enters a storm sewer system is discharged untreated into the
waterbodies we use for swimming, fishing and providing
drinking water. Polluted storm water often affects drinking
water sources, and in turn can affect human health and
increase water treatment costs. Polluted storm water runoff
can have many adverse
effects on plants, fish,
animals and people.
Sediment
(a.k.a.
“mud”) can cloud the
water and make it
difficult or impossible
for aquatic plants to
grow. Sediment also
can destroy aquatic
habitats.
Excess nutrients can
cause algae blooms.
When algae die, they
sink to the bottom
and decompose in a process that removes oxygen from the
water. Fish and other aquatic organisms can't exist in water
with low dissolved oxygen levels.
Bacteria and other pathogens can wash into swimming
areas and create health hazards, often making beach
closures necessary.
Debris - plastic bags, six-pack rings, bottles, and cigarette
butts - washed into waterbodies can choke, suffocate, or
disable aquatic life like ducks, fish, turtles, and birds.
Household hazardous wastes like insecticides, pesticides,
paint, solvents, used motor oil, and other auto fluids can
poison aquatic life. Land animals and people can become
sick from eating diseased fish and shellfish or ingesting
polluted water.
What can you do to help prevent polluted storm water
runoff? We’re glad you asked! For starters, always be sure
to recycle or properly dispose of household products
that contain chemicals, such as insecticides, pesticides,

paint, solvents, and used motor oil and other auto fluids.
Whatever you do, DON’T pour them onto the ground or
into storm drains! Try to minimize or even eliminate the use
of fertilizers and pesticides applied to lawns and gardens.
Excess fertilizers and pesticides end up running off with a
heavy rain, and ultimately end up in Lake Erie. In addition,
yard clippings and leaves can wash into storm drains and
contribute nutrients that can lead to algal blooms.
If you have a septic system on your property, be sure to
properly maintain it. Leaking and poorly maintained
septic systems release nutrients and pathogens (bacteria
and viruses) that
can be picked up
by storm water and
discharged
into
nearby waterbodies.
Pathogens
can
cause public health
problems
and
environmental
concerns. Be sure to
inspect your system
every 3 years and
pump your tank as
necessary (every 3 to
5 years).
One day soon the
weather will be beautiful and that means more people will be
washing their cars and taking pets on longer walks. Runoff
from washing your car at home ends up in storm drains that
discharge into local waterbodies. However, commercial car
wash runoff goes directly to a treatment plant, so support
local business and give yourself a break! And don’t forget
about your pet’s waste. Pet waste can be a major source of
bacteria and excess nutrients in local waters. Be sure to pick
up after little Lulu or Bobo not only while out taking a walk,
but clean up your own yard, too.
Several other options for you to do at home to help manage
and prevent polluted storm water runoff can be done
around your home. Regardless of whether you rent or own
your home, one of the following options can work for you.
Rain Gardens and Grassy Swales—Specially designed areas
planted with native plants can provide natural places for
rainwater to collect and soak into the ground. Rain from
rooftop areas or paved areas can be diverted into these areas
rather than into storm drains.

Vegetated Filter Strips—Filter strips are areas of native grass
or plants created along roadways or streams. They trap the
pollutants storm water picks up as it flows across driveways
and streets.
Rain Barrels—You can collect rainwater from rooftops in
mosquito-proof containers. The water can be used later on
lawns, flower pots, or garden areas. This is a great solution
for those who rent their home and don’t want to go to the
expense of installing one of the above options. Several local
rain barrel workshops will be offered this spring/summer,
so be sure to contact us to learn more.
If you are interested in learning more on what you can do
to help prevent polluted storm water runoff, or would like
to become more involved in your communities storm water
initiatives, please contact our office @ 419-626-5211. We
would love to hear from you!
Content of this article was obtained from Ohio EPA’s
website. To read more, please visit: http://water.epa.gov/
action/weatherchannel/stormwater.cfm

Here's what you can do to help:
•

Keep grass clippings, litter, and dirt out of storm
drains

•

Pick up pet waste and dispose of properly

•

Use fertlizers, herbicides, and pesticides sparingly
or not at all

•

Plant natives in your flower beds

•

Direct downspouts toward grass or flower beds,
plant a rain garden, or install a rain barrel

•

Wash your car in the lawn and always use natural
cleaning products

•

Only rain is allowed down the drain...it's the law!
Report any illegal dumping in storm drains

•

Leave a natural strip between you and a waterway

Working Together for Cleaner Waters

At the Soil and Water Conservation District office, we are
busy bees working on gathering and compiling information
for the Ohio EPA National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) Small MS4 General Permit Annual
Report. This report is required annually by the EPA to
show what we have done in our communities over the past
year, and what we plan to do in
2015 to reduce polluted storm
water runoff from leaving
our communities. Within the
report, we must document
deliverables in each of the
following categories: Public
Education and Outreach,
Public Involvement and
Participation, Illicit Discharge
Detection and Elimination,
Construction Site Runoff
Controls, Post Construction
Storm Water Management,
and Pollution Prevention/
Good Housekeeping. The Erie SWCD works closely with
representatives from several communities within Erie
County to ensure we are not only meeting requirements set
out by the EPA, but also making sure we are protecting Lake
Erie.

Here are just a few highlights of what our local communities
are doing to improve our lake:
Perkins Township:
Storm Drain Stenciling- Finish applying stickers to storm
drains throughout Perkins Township to help raise awareness
and reduce people dumping
hazardous waste and other
harmful things down storm
drains. Stickers read, "Don’t
Pollute; Flows to Waterways”. If
interested in helping volunteer
with this or other storm water
initiatives within Perkins
Township, please contact Erie
SWCD @ 419-626-5211.

City of Sandusky:
Clean Marina Opening Day
Event- A fun event to bring
the whole family to, all while
learning about clean boater tips downtown at the City
Marina. Proposed date is late May. Please contact Erie
SWCD @ 416-626-5211, or follow Erie Soil and Water
Conservation District on Facebook for updates.

City of Vermilion:
Showse Park Shows Off Pervious Pavement! – A recently
obtained grant from the Ohio EPA will be the primary
funding in making storm water runoff improvements at
Showse Park. The project will begin in the second half of
2015 and will include storm water runoff enhancements
such as pervious pavement installed in parking areas, tree
planting, and the installation of more native grasses, all
which will help decrease the amount of run-off flowing
directly into Lake Erie.

Collectively, our Erie County communities have also
worked together to improve local codes and regulations,
identify potential pollutant sources, and improve facility
operations to reduce polluted run-off from affecting our
local water quality. The final annual report will be made
available in April of 2015.

Youth Need NOT be in 4-H to Attend Camp!
By Mary Beth Albright
Extension Educator
4-H Youth Development

the third grade as of January 1st through youth
who have just completed the 7th grade (at the
time of camp) are eligible to attend.

Did you realize you can go to camp right here
in Erie County? You can! Each summer, youth
from across the state travel to this camp located on
Kelleys Island.

During camp, youth live in one of 13 rustic
cabins with approximately 10 campers and
two trained counselors. A modern kitchen and
central dining hall provide for nutritious meals,
and the beach offers a unique swimming and
nature area. Other facilities include the nature
center, craft barn, campfire circle, recreation
hall, and sports field.

Organized camping is more than mosquito bites
and soggy tennis shoes. Camp is an important
"learning laboratory" where children develop life
skills, such as responsibility, decision making,
getting along with others, cooperation, leadership,
and increased self-esteem.
Did you realize youth do NOT need to be 4-H
members to attend 4-H camp? It’s true! Last year
over fifty percent of Erie County campers were
not members of a community 4-H club.
In 2014, 132 campers and 27 counselors from
across the county said “good-bye” to mom and
dad and climbed aboard the ferry to cross Lake
Erie for a fun-filled camping experience on
Kelleys Island. This year, Erie County’s 4-H
Camp will be held June 9-12. Youth ages 8 and in
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The camp environment encourages learning and
reinforces the development of life skills. Living
in a cabin with a group of other kids of the same
age, sharing experiences, laughing, and working
together is unique to the camp environment.
Interested in sending a youth to 4-H camp?
Contact Ohio State University Extension at
419/627-7631 for more information.

A Typical Day at Camp
7:30 a.m. – Rise and Shine
8:00 a.m. – Table setters to the Dining Hall
8:15 a.m. – Breakfast
9:00 a.m. – Flag Raising
9:15 a.m. – Camp & Cabin Clean Up
10:00 a.m. – Camp Sessions (Crafts, Nature, Team Building,
Line Dancing, Swimming)
11:15 a.m. – Morning Activity
11:45 am. – Table setters to the Dining Hall
12:00 p.m. – Lunch
1:15 p.m. – Camp Sessions
2:30 p.m. – Rest & Relaxation in Cabins
3:00 p.m. – Camp Sessions
4:30 p.m. – Water Games at the Beach
5:45 p.m. – Table setters to the Dining Hall
6:00 p.m. – Dinner
6:45 p.m. – Flag Lowering
7:00 p.m. – Evening Activities (Campfires, Dances, Games,
Mixer Activities)
10:00 p.m. –Closing/Prepare for Bed
11:00 p.m. - Lights Out

2014 Report Cards Coming for Three Local Streams

Environmental report cards help to develop an understanding
of watershed conditions because they relay a great deal of
scientific information in an easy format that can be used at
the local level. The report card integrates water quality data
collected by trained volunteer stream monitors, researchers
from the Old Woman Creek National Estuarine Research
Reserve, and the Erie County Health Department to develop
a score that will rate the overall health of the stream.
This process utilizes a scientific approach to identifying key
water quality indicators, setting thresholds, and developing
the scoring system. Thresholds are set levels in water quality
parameters (ie. phosphorus or bacteria) that if exceeded
creates an unacceptable condition for aquatic life or human
safety. These report cards will use water quality data collected
both at the stream and at the Lake’s shoreline to tell a story of
health about our local tributaries.

The 2013 Old Woman Creek and Pipe Creek recieved a D+
and Mills Creek recieved an F score as a result of excessive
nutrient and sediment pollutants present in the stream.

WE NEED YOU!

Report Cards are available online at www.eriecleanwater.org
or in paper copy at the Erie Soil and Water Conservation
District and Old Woman Creek National Estuarine Research
Reserve. The 2014 report cards will be available in late
March and includes a special presentation at a Chili Dinner
celebrating the hard work of the volunteer stream monitors.
Special Report Card information sessions explaining the
data collected in more detail will be held:

Help Us Monitor Our Local Streams
We are currently looking for a few new volunteers to
perform water quality tests at several locations around Erie
County. We monitor sites in Mills Creek, Pipe Creek, and
Old Woman Creek watersheds once a month from April
to November. Monitors are trainined and encouraged to
"buddy" up for sampling. April 4th at 9:00am at Old Woman
Creek Reserve will be the official new monitor training date
There is no age requirement although, monitors must
provide thier own transportation and correctly perform
sampling protocol. If you are intersted or would like to learn
more, please contact Bre Hohman at 419-626-5211.

Mills /Pipe Creek- April 11th at 9am at Mr. Smith Coﬀee House
(Sandusky)
Old Woman Creek - April 3rd at noon (brown bag lunch)
at Old Woman Creek Reserve (Huron)

To find out more or rsvp for an event call Bre Hohman at the
Erie SWCD at 419-626-5211.
We hope this this serves as a useful tool
to the community as we work to build an
understanding of our connection to water
quality and motivate others to participate
in good stewardship for our streams,
wetlands, and Lake Erie.
To learn more about how these report
cards are developed and to view
other report cards from around the
globe, check out the University of
Maryland’s Integrated Application
Network at http://ian.umces.edu/.
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G.R.E.E.N. Bean Clean-Up Trailer
2014 Stats

30 Events
15.75 Miles of streets
24 Miles of waterways
12 Playgrounds/Parks
9 Illegal dumpsites
5,173 lbs of trash collected
11 Tires collected
3 Vegetation removal events
447 volunteers
912 volunteer hours!

FREE to use for volunteer clean-ups in Erie County.

Call Bre at 419-626-5211 or Lisa at 419-433-7303

RESERVE THE BEAN FOR YOUR EVENT TODAY!

ESWCD Election Results
Tom Wensink was elected and John Nuhn was
re-elected to the Erie Soil and Water Conservation
District Board of Supervisors. Roger Rowland is the
Board Chair. He joins Vice Chairman Kurt Heyman,
Secretary John Nuhn, Fiscal Officer Steve Deehr and
Public Relations Officer Tom Wensink on the board
of supervisors. Together, they direct the staff of the
district to carry out the conservation of natural
resources through assisting landowners, both urban
and rural, throughout Erie County.

John Nuhn, Secretary (L) and Tom Wensink, Public Relations
Oﬃcer (R) with County Commissioner Thomas Ferrell (Center)

Sunday, April 26th
11:00am - 4:00pm
Osborn MetroPark
3910 Perkins Ave, Huron

Live music
Recycled Art Contest
Rain Barrel Clinic
Eco Vendors
Great Food
Archery
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Microbiome: The Mystery and Magic of Your Gut Bugs
other family members, friends, and/or pets. It also includes
exposure to bacteria from outside sources. By the time a child
turns three, his or her microbiome is pretty well established.

Donna Green
Extension Educator
Family & Consumer Sciences
Ohio State University Extension
Erie Basin EERA.
The study of bacteria has interested doctors and researchers
for centuries. However, that interest was primarily focused
on “bad” bacteria—pathogens that make us sick and cause
disease. Over the last 20 years, there has been a tremendous
increase in the study of “good” bacteria and its effect on our
guts.
In 1990, approximately 125 studies were published on the
topic of microbiome (a term used to reference the bacteria,
viruses, and archaea that live on us and in us). In 2009,
studies of microbiome numbered over 500. Why all this
interest now? Hippocrates, considered to be the father of
western (modern) medicine, said in 400 B.C that “death sits
in the bowels.” We’ve long recognized the importance of the
intestines in human health. But now we have state-of-the-art
technology that allows us to actually study gastrointestinal
microbiota.
Bacterial cells outnumber human cells 10-1. They
colonize every surface of the body exposed to the external
environment. They are on our skin, reproductive organs/
urinary system, respiratory system, and gastrointestinal tract
(GIT). The most colonized of the four is the GIT—your colon
alone contains over 70% of all the bacteria in your body.

"To declare war on 90% of bacteria when less than
1% of them can threaten our health makes no sense.
Many of the bacteria we're killing
are our protectors."

Sandra Katz

Why Should We Care?
Establishing a healthy microbiome is important because:
•
It supports your immune system,
•
It helps protect you from disease,
•
It helps detoxify your body,
•
It affects how much you weigh.

Donna Green
Extension Educator
Family & Consumer Sciences
Ohio State University Extension
Erie Basin EERA.
Rainforests are Earth’s oldest living ecosystem. They cover
only 6% of the Earth’s surface, yet they contain more than
one half of the world’s plant and animal species. You may
never get the opportunity to see a rainforest, but you are
actually living very close to another type of ecosystem.
It’s called a microbiome, and it resides primarily inside
your gastrointestinal tract. It contains trillions of bacterial
cells that help you digest food, as well as influencing your
appetite, metabolism, immune system and mood. Your
microbiome also affects your risk for disease, one of them
being obesity. Your intestines literally house a “microbial
ecosystem” that works hand-in-hand with your human
cells. It is imperative that those two ecologies work in
harmony and maintain a symbiotic relationship to support
each other’s (and by extension your) health.
How can they do that?
The more diverse your microbiome, the easier it is to
manage your weight. As humans, we share 99.9% of the
same human DNA. But no two people share the same
microbiome. We acquire different bacterial strains through
our family, co-workers, pets, and perfect
strangers. We also change it daily with
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3. Eat less of the foods that kill off healthy
bacteria. They include, but are not limited to,
processed foods, sugar, saturated fat, and meat
products that come from animals fed antibiotics.
4. Use antibiotics as little as possible. Antibiotics are great
for killing bad bacteria, such as strep. However, when you
use an antibiotic, you also kill off a lot of good bacteria
in your gut. If an antibiotic is absolutely necessary, use it.
Otherwise, let the illness (such as cold or flu) run its course.

An unbalanced microbiome may:
•
Increase risk for inflammation
•
Increase risk for chronic disease
•
Increase risk for obesity, asthma, and allergies
How Can You Protect--and Increase--Your Gut Bugs?
1. Phase out the antibacterial products. Your home
is not a surgical center. Continue to hand wash
frequently to reduce risk for illness, but use regular
soap and water (not antibacterial products). Family
members don’t need to be wet-wiped every day.

Where Do They Come From?
The only time you were “bacteriafree” was when you were in the
womb. Bacterial colonization
begins at childbirth. When a baby
travels through the birth canal, it
is exposed to microbes (bacteria)
present in mom’s gut and vagina.
If mom chooses to breastfeed,
her milk provides another healthy
dose of microbes. Both of those
exposures are extremely protective
to the child, as well as supportive
of the establishment of a healthy
immune system. Last, but not
least, is exposure to microbes from
the child’s environment; such as
household dirt and bacteria from

Microbiome and Obesity

2. Go outside. Open the windows of your house or office
whenever possible. Fresh air and sunlight are nature’s
natural antibiotics. They will protect you far more than
keeping your house hermetically sealed and sanitized.

5. Eat more probiotics. Yogurt, sauerkraut, kefir,
pickles, sourdough bread, and kimchi are some examples.
6. Eat more plant foods! Plant foods contain
fiber, which gives your gut bacteria something to
chew on, break down, digest and extract nutrients
from (fermentation). Fermentation produces byproducts such as short-chain fatty acids (SCFA).
SCFA provide energy to your intestinal cells
and help keep the lining of your colon healthy.
Growing a Body of Knowledge
Remember Pig Pen from the Charley Brown comic
series? How about the John Travolta movie “The
Boy in the Plastic Bubble?” Establishing a healthy
“microbiome medium” lies somewhere between living
in perpetual dust clouds and a germ-free bubble. In
the next installment of Microbiome: the Mystery and
Magic of Your Gut Bugs, we will look at the connection
between obesity and your microbiome.

our food choices. It is an ever-evolving process, and one
that you actually have a lot of control over.
Research into the causes of obesity has shown that (1)
composition of gut microbiome plays a significant role in
weight gain. Obesity is also associated with (2) a decrease
in the overall diversity of your gut bugs (even though
the total number of “bugs” may remain the same). What
essentially happens is that certain groups of (not-so-great)
bacteria take the place of other (healthier) bacterial groups.
The replacing bacteria are better at harvesting energy from
food than the bacteria they replaced, thus resulting in
increased calorie intake and an increase in weight.

Picture this: someone in your neighborhood builds a new
home. To do that, the yard is ripped up while the home is
being built. At some point, landscaping and new grass will
be planted, but until that happens, you will probably see
many weeds growing in the dirt. That’s because the bad
growth has lots of opportunity to survive with the good
stuff gone. The same thing is true in your body. If you go

on an antibiotic and kill off a lot of your good bacteria, it
will give bad bacteria an opportunity to flourish. As well,
if you make food choices that don’t support the colonies
of good bacteria you need, others will take their place.
That imbalance in your microbiome may ultimately make
it easier to gain weight, and conversely, harder to lose it.
Yikes!
What should I eat to maintain a healthy microbiome
(and weight)?
The best food choices for a healthy microbiome are plant
foods. Most whole plant foods contain decent amounts of
fiber. Examples would be the seeds, strings, peels, skins,
pulp, and bran present in fruits, vegetables, and whole
grains. Those fibrous bits and pieces remain intact all the
way to your colon, where they become food for the good
bacteria that live there. Your gut bugs ferment them, break
them down, and provide us with awesome byproducts such
as butyric acid, acetic acid, and vitamins. Constantly eating
fast food or foods high in fat and sugar may cause bad
bacteria to bloom and good ones to disappear.
The Takeaway
If pressed, most of us would admit that we need to eat more
fruits and vegetables. They provide vitamins, minerals,
fiber, and antioxidants. They are also low in calories, so
including them in your meals or as snacks will enhance
your efforts to lose weight. But plant foods are the primary
fuel for our gut bugs, and improved bacterial colonies
enhance our efforts to lose weight as well. Gut bugs and
microbiome. Who knew??

Great Vegetable Crops
Timothy J Malinich
Extension Educator, Erie County
Need some inspiration for your vegetable garden? Here are
a couple crops to put on your list in the coming seasons.
Sweet Potato
This herbaceous vine, related to the flowering morning
glory that graces many gardens, produces large starchy and
sweet edible roots. Native to Central and South America,
the sweet potato will succeed in areas that can provide a long
warm growing season. In Ohio, sweet potatoes are started
from "slips", rooted cuttings or sprouts from a growing vine.
The slips are grown in southern states or greenhouse grown
and shipped north during the proper planting season (late
Spring). Slips are planted 18" apart in rows 3' apart. The
vines quickly develop to cover the entire area crowding out
most weeds. In recent years, sweet potato plants have also
been available in local garden centers.
Sweet potatoes can be harvested beginning in late summer
and harvest should be completed shortly after frost. Cold
soil temperatures reduce the storage life of the sweet potato
and rot organisms can quickly move from frosted vines to
the roots. Dig carefully to avoid damaging the tuberous
roots.
After harvest, the roots must be cured to develop their
sweet flavor. After they are dried for a few hours, they are
moved into a warm (85F) area with high humidity for two
weeks. After this initial curing they can be stored long term
in a cool area (55F).
Most varieties available are orange-fleshed ('Centennial',
'Georgia Jet', and the non-trailing 'Vardaman') but white-

MULCH MANIA
Timothy J Malinich
Extension Educator, Erie County
Spring finds landscape maintenance in full swing. However,
common mistakes with simple procedures can be costly in
the long term. Mulching is one of those simple things that
can dress up a landscape and increase curb appeal of almost
any property. Improperly applied mulches can also increase
the occurrence of problem insects, rodents and fungus, as
well as increase the cost of maintenance and decrease the
overall health of the landscape.
The common error in applying
mulch is putting too thick a layer
down in the beds. One should
never have more than a two or
three inch layer of mulch in
landscape beds. As mulch ages, it
becomes faded and less attractive,
so the natural reaction is to apply
a new layer, much as you would
apply a fresh coat of paint.
Unfortunately, if the original
mulch has not decomposed this
new layer will increase the overall
thickness of the mulch. As more
layers are added the mulch piles
up and begins to cause serious
problems.

fleshed varieties might still be found. As a houseplant or
school project, a sweet potato will grow an abundance of
fine roots, leaves and vines from a tuberous root suspended
in water. They can also be stored through Spring to grow a
crop of slips for next year's garden.
The term yam is often used interchangeably with sweet
potato. Yams (Dioscorea spp.) are native to Africa and Asia
and produce very large starchy tubers. They grow only
in the tropics. However, because the two names are often
thought to indicate the same vegetable, USDA labeling rules
require "sweet potato" to be included anytime the word
"yam" is used.

Sweet potatoes are dug early fall. The cracked fruit is from wet/
dry conditions when the fruit was maturing; some varieties
are more prone to cracking than others.
Ornamental sweet potatoes (also Ipomoea batatas) are
selected for their foliage and growth habit and not for
the eating or keeping quality of the roots. Additionally,
pesticides used to grow ornamental sweet potatoes may not
have been labeled for use on vegetables.
Layers of mulch piled up around trees (volcano mulch is
the descriptive term) will damage the trunk and roots of
that tree. If you must spend money on large quantities of
mulch then cover a larger area around the tree to protect it
from mower damage but keep the thickness down to two or
three inches. Shrubs or perennials will also be damaged by
thick layers of mulch opening them up to attack by disease
or insect invaders.

Thick layers of mulch also change the ecosystem of the
landscape. The organic matter provided by mulch will
naturally harbor all sorts of fungi and insects that are part
of the landscape biology.
Excessive mulch will
provide a smorgasbord for
these normally innocent
insects and population
explosions can create
problems.
Centipedes,
millipedes, sowbugs and
springtails are just a few
insects that thrive in large
quantities of moist organic
matter. They easily find
their way indoors creating
an interior pest problem.
And, as insects enter
This variation on volcano mulch, a planted volcano, will still dwellings predators, such
cause long term problems for the tree. Note that the annuals as spiders, are sure to
follow.
and perennials on the volcano are not doing well either.

Garlic
Garlic is a member of the onion family that is usually planted
in the fall. After getting a head start over the winter and
putting on most of its growth in the spring, the plant begins
to send up flower heads in early summer. Some gardeners
remove these heads to encourage larger cloves. Shortly after
flowering the entire plant will begin to dry, signaling that
bulb development is nearing completion.
As the tops dry up and turn brown, the heads can be
carefully dug. The entire plant with bulb attached should
be cured by leaving them to dry in a sheltered area for a day
or two, either in the garden or in flats or drying racks. If
rain threatens, move the garlic under cover. Do not pull the
stems from the center of the garlic head as that will shorten
the storage life. Soft neck varieties can be braided and hung
in a cool dry area for long-term storage. Stiff neck varieties
will not braid but can be bundled and tied with twine. The
leaves and stems of either variety can be cut just above the
head and the heads stored in trays or net bags. Best storage
is achieved at low humidity and temperatures around 40F;
this discourages sprouting and mold growth.
Save a few heads for replanting in fall. Plants are started
from individual cloves separated from the head. There
are many varieties of garlic available, from red to white
and mild to spicy. For planting, select heads that are firm
and show no sign of deterioration. Plant about 4" deep in
October. The goal is to allow the garlic to produce a root
system prior to winter. Leaves may also emerge before the
ground freezes—this will not harm the garlic, but light
mulch can be used to prevent heaving or drying.

Thick layers of mulch also provide protection to rodents.
These pests can easily tunnel and nest in overmulched beds.
Populations of rodents can create runs in landscape mulch
to travel from one place to another--a mouse freeway.
Fungi will also populate old mulch layers. Some may
actually create a waterproof layer in the mulch--keeping
rain and irrigation water from reaching plant roots. Another
common problem, artillery fungus, commonly grows in
mulched gardens. This fungus reproduces by shooting
(hence artillery) spore masses several feet in the air. These
spore masses stick to anything, giving a black peppered
appearance to siding, furniture, and even cars.
Mulching provides labor saving weed control and does
increase the curb appeal of a property. Done wisely, it can
save money and not create long term problems.

Mulch Maintenance Checklist:
-Monitor mulch quantities in the landscape
-Topdress only as the old mulch layer begins to dissipate
-Time mulch applications so mulch will just begin to thin
out to show bare ground before the new layer is applied
-Do not apply mulches near doors or other areas insects
or rodents might enter
-Use inorganic mulches in areas were artillery fungus
might cause problems

New Lawns Easily Damaged
Timothy J Malinich
Extension Educator, Erie County
Young turfgrass is still tender and easily damaged even after
it is up and growing. The leaves may look green and lush
but roots are still growing and developing. Stress situations,
such as drought or flooding, can damage tender young
turf resulting in poor growth, thin turf and excessive weed
competition.
Any newer turf installations, seed or sod, should be watered
on a regular basis. The rule of thumb is to provide 1" of

irrigation per week to established turf. Young turf may need
to be watered more frequently during dry weather. The best
method for determining whether or not to irrigate is to touch
the soil and make sure it is moist near the surface and 1-2"
below the surface. Several light irrigations will likely be
needed during rain-less weeks.
New seedings, on the other hand, need to be kept moist until
the grass seed has germinated and is growing. This would
require several waterings per day especially during hot dry
weeks. If possible, do not renovate or seed more of an area
than can be easily watered on a regular basis.

Fall is the better time for major lawn renovations as soil
moisture is generally better for seed germination and growth.
Spring renovation is still possible, but be ready to water.
Dormant seeding can also be done (usually for small patches
of dead grass). This involves putting down seed during fall
or winter months when you know the grass won't germinate.
In the case of dormant seeding you need to greatly increase
the amount of seed used—up to four times the normal rate in
some cases—to make of for that lost to winter weather.
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ERIE SWCD NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
BOWER TILING
SERVICE, INC.

Sunrise Cooperative Inc.
2025 W. State Street
PO Box 870
Fremont, OH 43420-0870

FARM DRAINAGE
We do the complete job

BILL MONAGHAN
Erie County Commissioner
bmonaghan@eriecounty.oh.gov

JACK BOWER
1912 W. McPHERSON
CLYDE, OHIO 43410
(419) 547-9413

Toll Free: (800) 321-5468
Phone: (419) 332-6468

www.sunriseco-op.com

Residence:
866 Crosstree Lane
Sandusky, Ohio 44870

Phone: (419) 627-7753
Fax: (419) 627-7692
Home: (419) 625-5906

Wensink Seeds

www.wensinkseeds.com

NORWALK CONCRETE INDUSTRIES
80 Commerce Park Drive  P.O. Box 563
Norwalk, Ohio 44857

11513 U.S. 250
Phone: (419) 499-2572
MILAN, OHIO 44846-9758 FAX: (419) 499-2574

60 Whittlesey Avenue ~ Norwalk, Ohio 44857
419-668-2507 ~ cell:419-706-0087
888-276-4426
dnewell@croghan.com

A full line of seed including: RR Soybeans, Hybrid Seed Corn,
Wheat, Oats, and Small Seeds; Also: Chemicals, Fertilizers,
and Tillage Parts.

4704 Wood Road
Monroeville, OH 44847

Phone: (419) 359-1501

Quality Precast Products Since 1906

We give
Derek Newell
VP/COMMERICAL LOANS

“Supplier of all your farming needs”

800.733.3624
Fax: 419.663.0627
e-mail: jmalcolm@nciprecast.com
website: www.nciprecast.com

SCHLESSMAN SEED COMPANY

FARMERS
CREDIT.

We help rural residents
build, farms grow and
businesses expand.

Call (440) 775-4028 or go to e-farmcredit.com
530 South Main Street , Oberlin, OH 44074

Enterprise Hill Farm, Inc.

CertainTeed Coorporation
11519 US Rte. 250 N.
Milan, H 44846
Tel: (419) 499-2581 Fax: (410) 499-4074
www.certainteed.com

MARK HAYNES

3130 Rt. 18, Norwalk, Ohio 44857
Phone: (419) 663-2457
Cell: (419) 541-7513
Fax: (419) 663-3457
Bulldozing  Excavating  Earthmoving

Jeff Malcolm
E-Mail: seedco@accnorwalk.com
Website: schlessman-seed.com
Toll Free #: 1-888-534-7333

HAYNES CONSTRUCTION

Growers of Quality Apples & Peaches
8019 State Route 113
Berlin Heights, OH 44814
419-588-2138

HAY & STRAW
5264 Huber Road
Norwalk, Ohio 44857
(419) 668-0242

GARDNER

INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

		

		
“YOUR HOMETOWN,
		
FAMILY AGENCY”
		

2507 Milan Rd.
Sandusky, Ohio
(419) 626-5580

adenes@ofbf.org

Get Noticed!

HAYNES LAND IMPROVEMENT
Wellington, Ohio 44090
440-647-6328

Place your card here..

be a sponsor!

Excavator saw for trimming/ grinding your trees
Land clearing - Ditch cleaning – Waterways
Drainage - New ponds - Clean & deepen old ponds
Basements - Building pads - Septics…

Erie County Farm Bureau
Scholarships Available
Erie County Farm Bureau is currently accepting scholarship
applications. Scholarships available include: General Up
To $750 Scholarship and Agriculturally Related Up To
$750 Scholarship both for graduating high school seniors
and a Continuing Education Up To $1,000 Agricultural
Scholarship. If you would like to apply for a 2015
scholarship please contact Erie County Farm Bureau at
1-888-216-5487, see your high school guidance counselor,
or visit www.northcoastfarmbureau.org for an application.
Student or their parents must be paid members of the Erie
County Farm Bureau. Applications are due March 15, 2015.
Become a Farm Bureau Member
An Erie County Farm Bureau membership offers dozens of
discounts and savings. Your membership means you enjoy
peace of mind knowing Farm Bureau is looking out for your
interests. You can’t afford not to be a member. A membership
which is good for one year only costs $65. Please join today
by contacting your Erie County Farm Bureau office at
1-888-216-5487 or at www.northcoastfarmbureau.org. You
can also see any Erie County Board of Trustees member to
join the Farm Bureau. We would be more than happy to
send you a membership application for you to fill out and
return to us.
Please contact the Erie County Farm Bureau (1-888-2165487 erie@ofbf.org) with any suggestions on what you feel
the Erie County Farm Bureau Board of Trustees should be
doing.

Farm Bureau Family Fun NighErie County Farm Bureau
along with Huron County Farm Bureau will host a Family
Fun Night on Friday, March 13 from 5:30 – 10:00 pm. Fun
Night will be held at Quality Inn and Rain Water Park
(Cedar Lanes and Thirsty Pony) in Sandusky. Fun Night
includes bowling, Rain Water Park, pizza, pop, ice cream,
and cards & games in the Royal Palm Room for $7.50 per
Farm Bureau member and $15.00 for non members. Bring
a new paid Farm Bureau membership with you and you can
attend for free! Family members age 2 and under are free.
Look for your invitation in the mail. We hope you can join
us on March 13.

Seeking Farm Bureau Members with Businesses
We are getting ready to prepare our 2015 Erie, Huron, &
Lorain County Farm Bureaus Member Benefits brochure.
This brochure lists businesses that are Farm Bureau
members and offer a discount to fellow Farm Bureau
members. The brochure is put together by the Farm Bureau
office and is distributed to the entire membership in the tricounty area. This reaches close to 11,000 people!
You can advertise in the brochure as long as you or your
business are a Farm Bureau member, you offer a discount to
Farm Bureau members, and your Farm Bureau membership
is currently paid or is enclosed with the form below. You
must offer a discount to be included in this brochure.

Please fill out the form below and mail to the Farm Bureau office, along with your membership dues (if not paid),
by March 15, 2015 to be included in the brochure.
Mail to: Erie County Farm Bureau, 8460 Ridge Rd., North Royalton, OH 44133
Business Name: ___________________________________________________________
Contact Person: ___________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________ Zip Code: ________________________
Phone #: _________________________________________________________________
Discount Offered: __________________________________________________________
Website (if applicable):_______________________________________________________
Name Which Membership is Under: ____________________________________________
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What is 4-H? Why Join?

Angela Holmes and Mary Beth Albright
Extension Educators
4-H Youth Development

What is 4-H? 4-H is an educational program that provides
learning experiences and opportunities for both youth
and adult volunteers to grow and develop to their fullest
potential. The 4-H youth development program encourages
individuals to reach their fullest potential through:
• Hands-on learning
• Growth through successes and challenges.
• Exploring a wide range of opportunities.
• Providing supportive and nurturing environments,
and relationships that empower people to voluntarily
help themselves and each other.

In addition to over 200 different projects for youth to
choose from, 4-H also offers various types of participation
including: community-based clubs (4-H Clubs), school
enrichment, after-school programs, camp, and special
interest. Beyond being involved in the county 4-H
program, youth have the opportunity to be involved in
state, national and international experiences if they choose.
Whether you want to get involved as an adult volunteer
or are a youth that is interested in learning more, contact
Ohio State University Extension, Erie County. We can
be reached by phone at 419-627-7631. We are located at
2900 Columbus Avenue, Sandusky. Our office hours are
Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. You
can also check us out on the web at erie.osu.edu

4- H Project Areas:

4-H eligibility begins when youth are five and in
kindergarten as of January 1st of the current year through
their nineteenth birthday. The Cloverbud 4-H Program is
for youth ages 5 and kindergarten through second grade.
Once a youth reaches 8 years of age and third grade, he/
she can become involved in more self-directed, in-depth
projects and activities.

Aerospace Science
Aquariums
All Terrain Vehicles
Archery
Athletics
Beef
Beekeeping
Bicycles
Career Exploration
Cats
Child Development
Citizenship/International
Clothing
Creative Arts
Dairy Cattle
Dog Care/Obedience
Electricity

Youth in 4-H “learn by doing” as they participate in
projects and activities designed to help them develop as
individuals and become responsible, productive members
of society. The expectations for 4-H membership are a
balance between 4-H project work, involvement in the
4-H club, participation in 4-H activities and events, and
working towards personal growth.
A common misconception is that 4-H is just for farm kids.
This is absolutely not true! With more than 200 projects to
choose from, 4-H has something for everyone!

Fishing
Foods & Nutrition
Forestry
Gardening
Genealogy
Goats
Gun Safety
Health
Home Decorating
Horses
Insects
Lawn Care
Leadership
Leisure Activities
Money Management
Natural Resources
Pet Care
Photography

PROVIDE THE SPARK.

HOW WILL YOU

4-H volunteers are essential to help
youth make the most of a wide variety of
learning experiences.

INSPIRE

Volunteering is an opportunity for you to
share your personal interests by
demonstrating expertise in subjects as
varied as robotics, food and nutrition,
woodworking, horses, archery, theater,
community service and more. In 4-H, you
can leverage your experience and skills
to help a young person find their own
passions and interests.

THE NEXT
GENERATION?

And with a variety of options, you
decide on the level of involvement
that fits your skills & schedule:


Lead youth within school-based, afterschool and camp settings, or through a
community club



Serve as a chaperone, committee
member, judge or camp staff



Develop and support service
opportunities for youth in our
community



Teach using materials developed by
Ohio 4-H and Ohio State University

TO VOLUNTEER NOW:

Poultry
Rabbits
Radio Control Vehicles
Rope
Self-Determined
Sheep
Small Engines
Swine
Theater Arts
Tractor & Machinery
Operation
Trapping
Vet. Science
Welding
Woodworking
Writing

MAKE THE INVESTMENT
OF A LIFETIME.

When you take the time to help a
young person, you exert an
enormous, positive effect on the
future by developing our greatest
resource.
In today’s 4-H, 7 million young
people are learning responsibility
by leading and following through on
community projects. They’re
gaining intellectual curiosity, as
well as skills in math, science and
technology, by learning hands on in
4-H programs developed by our
nation’s leading public universities.
More than 500,000 4-H volunteers
are helping to create life-changing
experiences for young people in all
50 states.
In 4-H, farm kids, city kids, kids of
every race, economic and family
situation are getting the skills that
will help them become the capable
workforce our nation needs. And
they’re getting the values that lead
to good futures.

Call: 419-627-763
or visit: erie.osu.edu
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Erie Soil & Water Conservation District
2900 Columbus Avenue, Room 131
Sandusky, Ohio 44870-5554

Ohio State University Extension,
Erie County
2900 Columbus Ave.
Sandusky, Ohio 44870

Phone: 419-626-5211
Fax:
419-609-9707
www.eriesoilandwater.org
Equal opportunity provider and employer

UPCOMING EVENTS

Phone:
Fax:

419-627-7631
419-627-7536

Equal opportunity provider and employer

UPCOMING EVENTS

April
3rd		
noon

Old Woman Creek Report Card Presentation
Bring a bagged lunch to Old Woman Creek Reserve

4th 		
9am-12pm

Stream Quality Monitor Training
Call to become a volunteer 419-626-5211

7th		
			
			
		
18th 		
10am-12pm
			

Ohio Volunteer Certified Naturalist Program
This is a several class program. Ends May 26th.
Contact Jennifer Bucheit 419-433-4601

26th		
11am-4pm
			

Earth Day Extravaganza (Rain Barrel Clinic)
Osborn MetroParK

VOLUNTEER! Great Lakes Brewery Clean-up Event
Shoreline Park in Sandusky Ohio
Must Register! call 419-626-5211

May
13th		
5 & 6:30pm
			

Rain Barrel Workshop
at Old Woman Creek Reserve
$45, registration required, call 419-626-5211

19th		
5 & 6:30pm
			

Rain Barrel Workshop
at Old Woman Creek Reserve
$45, registration required, call 419-626-5211

21st 		
3-6pm
			
			

VOLUNTEER!
Invasive Species Pull, Rain Garden Maintenance,
Beach Clean-up at Old Woman Creek Reserve
Supplies provided. Please dress appropriately.

June

11th		
5 & 6:30pm
			

Rain Barrel Workshop
at Old Woman Creek Reserve
$45, registration required, call 419-626-5211

14th		
1-5pm		
			

A Pollinator Paradise: Discovery Learning Lab
Families Welcome
Old Woman Creek Reserve

23rd		
5 & 6:30pm
			

Rain Barrel Workshop
at Old Woman Creek Reserve
$45, registration required, call 419-626-5211

MISSION STATEMENT
Erie Soil and Water Conservation District is committed
to the protection, preservation and restoration of natural
resources by providing education, funding opportunities
and technical assistance to all land users.
DISTRICT SUPERVISORS
Roger Rowland, Chairman
Kurt Heyman, Vice-Chairman
Steve Deehr, Fiscal Officer
John Nuhn, Secretary
Tom Wensink, Public Relations

35th Annual
4-H Chicken BBQ
&
Benefit Auction
When: April 25, 2015
Where: Erie County Fairgrounds
3110 Columbus Ave.
Sandusky OH 44870
Dinner: 4:30-7:00pm
(or until sold out)
Silent Auction: 5:00-7:00pm
Live Auction: 7:30pm
Gail Pickworth Auctioneer

All proceeds will be used to benefit residents of Erie County

March 1st-14th

Erie County 4-H Awareness Weeks

April 15th

Enrollment Due

June 9th-12th

Camp at Kelleys Island

June 25th

Cloverbud Fun Fest

July 26th-27th

4-H Days at Cedar Point

MISSION STATEMENT
Engaging people to strengthen their lives and communities
through research-based educational programming.

DISTRICT PERSONNEL
Eric Dodrill, District Director
Breann Hohman, Assistant Director/Watershed Coordinator
Celine Hemminger, Administration/Fiscal Coordinator
Tim White, Wildlife Specialist
Crystal Dymond, Stormwater Coordinator
Melissa Fetter, Urban Conservation Technician

Angela Holmes
Erie County Director
4-H Youth Development Educator
Holmes.486@osu.edu

Timothy Malinich
Agriculture & Natural Resources, Horticulture
Educator
Malinich.1@osu.edu

Mary Beth Albright
4-H Youth Development Educator
Albright.75@osu.edu

Tina Dendinger
Office Associate
Dendinger.18@osu.edu

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
Kevin Kaltenbach, District Conservationist

Donna Green
Family & Consumer Sciences Educator
Green.308@osu.edu

Tami Kromer
Office Assistant
Kromer.53@osu.edu

THANKS TO OUR LOCAL COMMUNITIES
The Erie Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors and their staff wish to
thank the Erie County Commissioners: Tom Ferrell, Patrick Shenigo and Bill Monaghan,
and our local supporting phase II communities: City of Vermilion, CIty of Sandusky, Village
of Bay View, Perkins & Margaretta Townships, and the Erie County Engineer, for their
support. The financial assistance at the local level draws matching funds from the state that
enables the District to continue to provide assistance to all Erie County residents.

OSU Extension is made possible through the cooperation of county, state, and federal governments.

Ohio State University Extension embraces human diversity and is committed to ensuring that all research and related
educational programs are available to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
age, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, disability, or veteran status. This statement is in
accordance with United States Civil Rights Laws and the USDA.
Keith L. Smith, Ph.D., Associate Vice President for Agricultural Administration and Director,
Ohio State University Extension, TDD No. 800-589-8292 (Ohio only) or 614-292-1868

